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Introduction: Why and When to Use a Potty Box 
Potty training a litter of puppies is a win-Win-WIN for puppies, breeders 
and owners.  By introducing potty training early on:  

� Puppies are able to use their natural instinct to keep their
sleeping and play areas clean.

� Breeders spend less time cleaning puppies and puppy pens.

� And new owners take home pups that are on their way to being
potty trained.

As soon as they become mobile, puppies begin moving away from their 
sleeping area to pee and poop.  Breeders can take advantage of this 
natural instinct and begin potty training their pups by providing two areas in 
their puppy pens: one for sleeping, eating and playing and a second for 
pottying. 

Potty training is best started around 3 ½ weeks when pups are becoming 
mobile.  Ideally, you will begin potty training before you introduce your 
puppies to solid food so their mom can help you with initial clean up. We 
have also found that pups introduced to the potty box prior to eating solid 
food don't think of the pellets as food so are less likely to ingest them.

By 3 ½ weeks puppies can walk 2 to 3 feet to get to the potty area, so 
plan your puppy pen and potty area accordingly.  As they grow, puppies 
can walk one additional foot for each week of age, so 4 feet at 4 weeks of 
age, 5 feet by 5 weeks and so on.  By the time our puppies are 7 weeks, 
our puppy pen is quite large (10’ x 20’) so we add another potty box or two 
so the pups always have easy access.   

This e-book gives you the instructions for making, placing, introducing and 
storing the potty boxes we have used successfully for years to keep our 
puppies and their pen clean and start them on potty training.  Making a 
potty box requires inexpensive supplies that are available at most major 
hardware stores, as well as Home Depot and Lowe’s.  Assembly can 
easily be done by one person and takes less 30-45 minutes and requires 
just a few household tools.  

http://www.Avidog.com
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What Size Potty Box Do You Need? 

The size of your potty box will be 
determined by your breed of dog, how 
many puppies are in your litter, and the 
amount of room you have for the potty 
box.   Our rule of thumb is to build a box 
big enough for almost all the puppies to 
be using it at the same time.  Too small 
a box will hinder their success.   

When determining the size box you want
to build, be aware that the plastic boards 
come in varying lengths.  Decide on the 
size box you want to build before choos-
ing the length of board so you don’t have 
any waste.   Two 8-foot boards will be 
enough to build a 3’ x 2’ box.  Two 10-
foot boards will be enough to build a 
6’ x 4’ box.    If you purchase your plastic 
wood at a place like Lowe’s or Home 
Depot and know what size you want they 
will cut the boards for you at no cost, 
which will make them easier to transport 
and ready to put together when you get home.  

Getting Started: Supplies and Tools You Need to Build Your Potty Box   
You will need the following supplies and tools to build your own potty box.  All 
are available at Home Depot, Lowe’s or other home improvement stores. 

qTwo lengths* of plastic wood 1” x 4  (3.5” actual size) - for front and back walls 
qTwo lengths* of plastic wood 1” x 4” (3.5” actual size) - for two side walls 

http://www.Avidog.com
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� Four 3” removable-pin hinges. They should be 
slightly smaller than the width of the board. 
Check the screws that come with the hinges 
to be sure they are no longer than 1” - get 
shorter screws if needed.

� PVC shower pan liner**  (shown at far right)

� Duct tape (optional)

� Permanent marker

� Hardwood pellets for pellet stove or econd ature
pellets made by Purina **

q Power screwdriver
q Hammer
� Scissors

taple un (optional)

* oard lengths are determined by the size box you want to build.

** The number of bags of pellets needed varies depending on the size of 
your box and number of puppies.  For a litter of 13 we go through eight 
40-pound bags.

Plastic Wood   We make our boxes 
out of non-textured, plastic wood trim, which 
are lightweight, easy to clean and do not absorb moisture or 
odors.  You can, however, make your potty 
box from any lumber; we do not suggest using 
particleboard, as it absorbs moisture, odors 
and thus germs much too easily.  We also do 
not recommend painting or staining the boards 
since pups may chew on them and ingest the 
paint or stain. 

The size board you use will be determined by your breed.  We use 1” x 4” 
boards 1 x 4 (actual dimensions ¾” x 3 ½”), which are appropriate for 
medium, large and giant breed puppies.  Toy breed puppies will likely need 
1 x 2 boards.  

 This photo shows the bottom of the liner 
as displayed in the plumbing department 

of Home Depot.   

This is the hinge we 
get from Home Depot

q

This is the brand of plastic wood trim 
we use from Home Depot
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Shower Pan Liner        
You will find the shower 
floor liner (shown left) on a roll 
in the plumbing department 
at Lowe’s or Home Depot. 
The photo above shows the 
liner on display at Home 
Depot.     

Purchase enough to completely cover the area under the box you are 
planning to build, leaving only a few inches sticking out under the box.   
The liner is easy to cut with a pair of scissors.  For larger boxes you will 
need to duct tape the two lengths together, as shower pan liner is 24  wide

Removable-Pin Hinges We use hinges with 
removable pins so the potty boxes can be easily 
disassembled for cleaning and storage.  The pins can 
be tapped out of the hinge with a hammer and nail.  
However, because the pins can be removed, they will 
need to be secured with tape for storage so you do 
not lose pins between litters. 

ood Pellets      
Pressed hardwood pellets are available in 40-pound 
bags for wood stoves and 30- and 40-pound bags 
for horse bedding.  You can find them at Home 
Depot, Lowe’s, Tractor Supply Co, and feed stores. 
They are easy to clean and absorbent.  Once they 
become wet, they disintegrate into sawdust, which 
packs down at the bottom of the potty box, keeping 
the urine away from the puppies.  Although there is 
some dust, it is much less messy than shavings. 

econd ature Dog Litter is another option that you 
can use for pellets.  It is more expensive but is 
available on mazon Prime and in many pet stores 
if you cannot find the hardwood pellets in your area.

This is what you are looking for 
when shopping for Purina's econd 

ature Dog Litter
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Assembling Your Potty Box 
Plan to spend 30-45 minutes assembling your box, if you have one person; 
a little less time if you have two. 

1. Leave the hinges pinned together.

2. Screw one side of a hinge to the inside end of a shorter board.  The 
hinge should not stick out above or below the edges of the board.

3. Screw the other half of this hinge into the inside of a longer 
board.

4. ttach another hinge, screwing it to the other end of this long board. 
Be sure the pin of this hinge comes out the same side as the hinge in 
Step 2.  The hinge should not stick out above or below the edges of 
the board.

5. Screw the other side of this hinge to the second short board.  You
should now have three boards—two short and one long—attached to
each other.

http://www.Avidog.com
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6. Finally, screw the last two hinges to the last long board and the two
short boards.

7. Be sure that the hinges are all attached with the removable side of
the pins in the same direction!

8. Once you have assembled the box, use the permanent marker to
label the inside four corners (1/1, 2/2, 3/3, 4/4) so you can match the
sides next time you want to assemble the box.

9. If your shower liner needs to be taped, be sure to tape both sides of
the liner.  It will stop urine from leaking through and will make it easier
to scoop the pellets when needed.

Placing the Potty Box in the Puppy Pen and Introducing Puppies 

1. Locate the potty box closest to the entrance of the puppy pen.

2. Place the floor liner down in the area where you want the potty
box.

3. Set the potty box on top of the shower pan liner.  The box 
frame does not have to be attached to the floor liner.  ou 
may attach the shower pan liner using a staple gun if you 
want to avoid pellets getting under the boards. e sure you 
s uare the liner to the board before you begin stapling. 
( ou will need to remove the staples to disassemble the box for storage)  

4.Fill the potty box two-thirds full with pellets and spread them 
evenly throughout the box.

http://www.Avidog.com


P a g e  | 9 www.Avidog.com  © 2013 Avidog® International, LLC 

5. Place each puppy in the potty box to accustom them to the feel
and smell of the pellets.

6. Move the pups out of the potty box and call them into it. Reward 
them for getting into the box to ensure they know how to get in 
and out of the box.

7. Once your pups are using the potty box consistently, you can
use a temporary box for traveling, trips to the veterinarian, etc.
ensuring that your pups arrive clean and happy.

Cleaning the Potty Box  

You want to keep your box clean but not too clean so the smells in the box 
will draw the puppies to it.  You should not be able to smell the box but your 
puppies should. 

1. Use paper towels to pick poop out of the pellets at least twice a
day, if not throughout the day.

2. Urine will soak to the bottom of the potty box so requires less 
clean up than poop.  You can scoop it out with the dustpan 
once or twice a week, or more, depending upon how many 
puppies you have.

3. Wipe down the sides with a rag and cleaner (we clean with 
Pure reen 24) twice a day.
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Storing the Potty Box    
Once your puppies go home, it's time to store you potty box.  This box is 
very easy to store.

1. Thoroughly clean and disinfect all pieces of the box.

2.

Pull the pins from opposite corners so you have two sections
made up of a front/back with a side wall attached.

3.

Replace the pins into the unconnected hinges and tape them
securely.

4.

Take one short side and fold it into the longer side.5.

Place the two sections together with the short sides facing each
other.

6.

Tape the long boards together at each end.7.

Roll up the shower liner and tape it closed.  se a  permanent marker to 
identify which box the liner is used with if you have more than one box.

8.

Your potty box is now ready to be stored until your next litter.

Contact Us! 

If you enjoyed this e-book, visit our website at 
www.Avidog.com

for lots more ideas on raising stable, healthy puppies!

If you choose to staple the shower pan liner to the bottom of 
the boards remove the staples now using a screwdriver to 
pop them out.

9.
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